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TOWN OF READSBORO 
INUNDATION HAZARD AREA REGULATIONS 

I. Statutory Authorization and Effect 

II. Statement of Purpose 
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V. Summary Table: Development Review in Hazard Areas 

The hazard areas are not appropriate sites for new structures nor for development that 
increases the elevation of the base flood. 

VI. Development Review in Hazard Areas 
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A permit is required from the Zoning Adminstrator for all development in all areas defined in 
Section IV. Development that requires conditional use approval, non-conforming use 
approval, or a variance from the Development Review Board (DRB) under these flood hazard 
regulations, must have such approvals prior to the issuance of a permit by the ZA. Any 
development subject to municipal jurisdiction in the designated hazard areas shall meet the 
criteria in Section Vl and VIL Any permit issued will require that all other necessary permits 
from State or Federal Agencies have been received before work may begin. 
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VIII. Administration 
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Enforcement and Penalties 

XI. Definitions 

''Accessory Structure" means a structure which l) detached from and 
to or structure on a lot, 

related to 

13 

incidental 
as 



Town of Readsboro, Vt - Inundation Hazard Area Bylaw Adopted: May 29, 2013 

"Common plan of development' is where a structure will be refurbished over a period of 
time. Such work might be planned unit by unit. 

"Criticalfacilities" - include police stations, fire and rescue facilities, hospitals, shelters, 
schools, nursing homes, water supply and waste treatment facilities, and other structures the 
community identifies as essential to the health and welfare of the population and that are 
especially important following a disaster. For example, the type and location of a business 
may raise its status to a Critical Facility, such as a grocery or gas station. 

"Development" means any human-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, 
including but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, 
paving, excavation or drilling operations, or storage of equipment or materials. 

"Fill" means any placed material that changes the natural grade, increases the elevation, or 
diminishes the flood storage capacity at the site. 

"FIRM" see Flood Insurance Rate Map 

"Flood" means (a) a general and temporary 
condition of partial or complete inundation of 
normally dry land areas from: the overflow of 
inland or tidal waters; the unusual and rapid 
accumulation or runoff of surface waters from 
any source; and mudslides which are 
proximately caused by flooding and are akin to 
a river of liquid and flowing mud on the 
surfaces of normally dry land areas, as when 
earth is carried by a current of water and 
deposited along the path of the current. (b) The 
collapse or subsidence of land along the shore 
of a lake or other body of water as a result of 
erosion or undermining caused by waves or 
currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical 
levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high 
water level in a natural body of water, -
accompanied by a severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, such as flash flood or 
abnormal tidal surge, or by some similarly unusual and unforeseeable event which results in 
flooding. 

"Flood Insurance Rate Map" (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which the 
Federal insurance Administrator has delineated both the special flood hazard areas and the 
risk premium zones applicable to the community. In some communities the hazard 
boundaries are available in paper, pdf, or Geographic Information System formats as a Digital 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM). 
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"Functionally dependent use" means a use which cannot perform intended unless 
it or out to water. 
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